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Royal Melbourne Yacht Squadron 

The SIMRAD Big Bay Challenge – 2011 
Friday 1st April, 2011 

Incorporating the R.M.Y.S. Squadron Cup & the O.R.C.V. Latitude Overnight Race,  

being a leg of the O.R.C.V. Latitude Series 

SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
 

1. RULES 
The race will be governed by  

 The Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) for 2009 – 2012 (including amendments),  

 the prescriptions of Yachting Australia,  

 the International Regulations for Prevention of Collisions at Sea (From Sunset to Sunrise)  

 the performance handicapping rules of Yachting Victoria; 

 AMS rating system; 

 IRC Rules, parts 1, 2 and 3. 

 requirements of the Port of Melbourne Corporation (PoMC) regulations 
 

  
2. ADVERTISING 
Yachts may carry advertising as permitted in RRS 80.   

 
3. SAFETY 
RMYS strongly recommends competitors wear suitable personal floatation devices (PFD) and safety 
harnesses when: 

In rough weather. At night 

Sailing short handed. With inexperienced crew 

When sails are reefed.  

 
4. ENTRIES 
A list of entries and divisions will be issued prior to the race and posted on the RMYS notice board. 
 
5. NOTICES TO COMPETITORS 
Notices to Competitors will be posted on the Notice Board at Royal Melbourne Yacht Squadron, 
located in the Olympic Room at the clubhouse, and sent by fax to clubs of entrants.  They may also 
be posted on the website www.rmys.com.au and broadcast on VHF Channel 73 at 1905 hours on 
Friday 1st April, 2011.  

http://www.rmys.com.au/
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6. CHANGES IN SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
Any changes to the sailing instructions will be posted on the RMYS notice board and website before 
1200 hours on Thursday 31st March 2011.  Copies will be available for fax or e-mail transmission if 
requested. 
 
7. SIGNALS MADE ASHORE 
Signals made ashore will be displayed on the signal mast on the roof at RMYS. They may also be 
repeated from the Breakwater Tower prior to the start sequence. 
 
8. RACING AREA 
The racing area will be on the waters of Port Phillip. An illustration of the course may be supplied.  
Charts applicable are:  AUS143, AUS155, AUS157. 
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8. THE COURSE 
*  Latitude & Longitude figures are described as Degrees, minutes, and decimals.       Distances on this table should be regarded as approximate 
( Leg one (1) is to Mark “R1”, Leg 2 is to Mark “West Channel Pile”, etc) 

Leg 
No. 

MARK Dist. 
(Nm) 

Lat. * Long. * Rounding Total 
distance 

DESCRIPTION 

Start RMYS “A” mark  37 51.80S 144 57.39E   Yellow truncated pyramid, marked “A” 

1 R1 24.7 38 16.35S 144 58.44E Stbd 25 Pillar buoy 

2 West Channel Pile 11.3 38 11.66S 144 45.32E Stbd 36 Pile mark 

3 Prince George 5.3 38 06.50S 144 44.12E Port 41 Pile mark 

4 Pt.Richards Ch. No.1 4.7 38 05.16S 144 38.48E Stbd 46 Channel Pile mark, Marine farms nearby 

5 Carrum No. 2 20.5 38 03.20S 145 04.4E Stbd 67 Yellow buoy, unlit 

6 East Cardinal mark  14.7 38.13.914S 144.50.60E Stbd 81 East Cardinal mark, Marine farms nearby 

7 Port Melbourne No79 23.4 37 50.86S 144 55.98E Stbd 105 Pile mark near Station Pier 

8 R2 3.7 37 54.54S 144 56.30E Stbd 108 Pillar buoy 

9 Port Melbourne No79  3.7 37 50.86S 144 55.98E Stbd 112 Pile mark near Station Pier 

10 RMYS “A” mark 1.5 37 51.80S 144  57.39E Stbd 113 Yellow truncated pyramid, marked “A” 

11 Sandringham Mark 
No.7 

5.2 37 55.79S 144 59.08E Stbd 119 Orange truncated pyramid 

12 P 3 6.2 37 53.38S 144 52.83E Stbd 125 Pile mark, lit 

13 RMYS “A” mark 4.0 37 51.80S 144  57.39E Stbd 129 Yellow truncated pyramid, marked “A” 

14 Sandringham Mark 
No.7 

5.2 37 55.79S 144 59.08E Stbd 134 Orange truncated pyramid 
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15 P 3 6.2 37 53.38S 144 52.83E Stbd 140 Pile mark, lit 

16 RMYS “A” mark 4.0 37 51.80S 144  57.39E Stbd 144 Yellow truncated pyramid, marked “A” 

17 Sandringham Mark 
No.7 

5.2 37 55.79S 144 59.08E Stbd 150 Orange truncated pyramid 

18 P 3 6.2 37 53.38S 144 52.83E Stbd 156 Pile mark, lit 

19 RMYS “A” mark 4.0 37 51.80S 144  57.39E Stbd 160 Yellow truncated pyramid, marked “A” 

20 If necessary, repeat legs 
17, 18, 19 as  
leg 20, 21, 22,  

15.4    175  

23 If necessary, repeat leg 
20, 21, 22 as  
leg 23, 24, 25 

15.4    190  

 etc, until time limit 
expires 
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9. THE START 
9.1 The race will be started at the St.Kilda breakwater tower, with signals as per RRS 26 and as modified in these Sailing Instructions.  

Times shall be taken from the visual signals; the failure of a sound signal shall be disregarded. 
 

Time Flag Signal 
(may be shown) 

Title Sound Signal Light Signal 

1955 Code Flag R  
Red with yellow cross 

Warning One Amber strobe light 
displayed 

1956 Code Flag P 
Blue with white centre 

Preparatory One Blue Strobe light displayed 
in addition 

1959 Code flag P removed Preparatory 
removed 

One long sound Blue Strobe light 
extinguished 

2000 Code flag R removed Start One Amber strobe light 
extinguished 

 Code Flag X 
White with blue cross 

Individual recall One Blue Strobe light displayed 
until boat restarts or for a 
maximum of four minutes 

 
9.2 The starting line will be between an orange shape on the face of the Breakwater Tower, and a yellow truncated pyramid buoy marked “A” at 
the seaward end. 
9.3 Boats should check water depth in the vicinity of the starting line. A shallow area may exist. 
 
10. RECALLS 
 
10.1 Individual Recall.  As per RRS 29.1, premature starters may be identified by radio (VHF Channel 73).  
10.2 General Recall.  There will not be a general recall. This alters RRS 29.2. 
 
11.  SHORTENING OF THE COURSE 
The course may be changed by radio announcement from Squadron Race Control at any time but probably at one of four hour scheduled radio 
contacts. In this event, the results will calculated in accordance with paragraph 17. This alters RRS 32 
 
12. THE FINISH 
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12.1 The finish will be at 1600 hours on Saturday 2nd April, 2011.  Boats shall record their position at this time, and be prepared to report this 
position and their current leg of the course at a call-up radio sked at 1605 hours.  Positions reported will be adjusted to the nearest position on the 
rhumb line to the next mark. 
12.2 The race committee may, in the event of foul weather, shorten the race by announcement at a routine sked time (Appendix A-7).  
Competitors should then record their position at the time specified, using GPS time.  This alters RRS 32. 
  
13. TIME LIMIT 
The time limit for this event is 20 hours.  Written declarations and log sheets are required, and are to be submitted to the Race Committee within 24 
hours of finishing or by 1200 hrs 3rd April 2011, whichever is the earlier.  A yacht that does not submit a log will be scored DNF.  A sample Log Sheet 
and Declaration is attached. 
14. RETIREMENT 
Yachts retiring shall notify the Race Committee by VHF radio Ch. 73 (Squadron Race Control), and maintain radio watch until arriving back at their 
club/berth. Yachts retiring shall record the time, their position and leg of the course on their log sheet. Yachts unable to contact the Race Committee 
by VHF radio are requested to use either another boat as “radio relay” or telephone the Race Committee (03 9534 0227). 
 
15. PROTESTS 
15.1 YA Protest forms are available from the RMYS office or Olympic Room, or the home club of competitors. Protests shall be delivered to the 
Race Office at RMYS by no later than 1000 hours on the first working day after finishing. 
 
15.2. Protests will be heard in the approximate order of receipt; the date and time of hearings will be posted on the Notice Board at RMYS, and 
advised to competitors as necessary. 
 
16.  PRIZES 
The following prizes shall be awarded, provided the division or class has 3 entries to constitute a race;   
 
RMYS 
Performance Handicap Overall:  First, The Squadron Cup 
Performance Handicap Division 1, 2 and 3:  First place prizes 
Australian Measurement System (AMS): First place prize 
International Rule-Club (IRC):   First place prize 
Classes:     First place prize 
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Prizes will be presented as notified in the Notice of Race. 
 
17.  RESULTS 
17.1 Results in Performance handicap, AMS and IRC divisions will be calculated using the declared finish position to determine a distance travelled 
(supported by GPS and log entries) along the rhumb line, and applying the handicap or rating figures to determine a “corrected distance travelled”. 
The yacht the greatest “corrected distance travelled” will be the winner. 
 
17.2  Race results will be posted on the RMYS website www.rmys.com.au and forwarded to the home club of competitors by fax.  Copies will also 
be available on request by post, fax or email.  
 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
Information about the race and its progress will be available from Royal Melbourne Yacht Squadron (duty Race Officer) during the race; 
 
Times:  From 2000 hours on Friday 1st April to 1700 hours on Saturday 2nd April  2011 
Further information: 
 
Telephone:  03 9534 0227   Fax:  03 9534 4478  Email: racing@rmys.com.au  
 
Information may also be available on the RMYS website: www.rmys.com.au (and links).  
 
For further information on the O.R.C.V. Latitude series see: www.orcv.org.au 

http://www.rmys.com.au/
mailto:racing@rmys.com.au
http://www.rmys.com.au/
http://www.orcv.org.au/
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APPENDIX A   COMMUNICATIONS  

 

A-1  Communications during the race will be under the control of the Race Committee - VHF Channel      

             73.   
 
A-2 A preliminary call may be made on Channel 16. The Race Committee call sign will be “Squadron Race Control”. 
 
A-3  A pre-race sked will be conducted at 1935 hours on Friday 1st April, 2011.  Yachts will be called in the order as they appear on the published 

fleet list.  Any yacht not responding to this call will be deemed not to be a starter and scored DNC.  Yachts will be required to confirm their 
intention to race and the number of Persons on Board (e.g “…Addiction is a starter, 5 PoB…”). 

 
A-4 Yachts will be required to take their position (Latitude and Longitude) by GPS to 3 decimal places at (2nd April /2011) 0000 hrs, 0400 hrs, 0800 

hrs, 1200 hrs, and 1600 hrs, and to report these positions at a routine radio sked as shown in B-7 below; the reported position need only be in 
degrees and minutes.  The final position (at the time limit) should be reported to 3 decimal places. 

 
A-5 The Race Committee shall be notified of any change to the declared crew list.  Such changes shall be advised by telephone to the RMYS duty 

Race Officer  (03 9534 0227) between 1800 and 1930 hours on Friday 1st April, 2011, or by radio (VHF Ch.73) during the pre-race sked. 
 

A-6 A yacht shall not request or receive radio transmissions (including mobile phones) that are not available to all boats during the race. 
 

A-7 Routine skeds will be conducted by Squadron Race Control (SRC) on VHF channel 73: 
  

Sat 2nd April:  0005 hrs  0405 hrs 0805 hrs 1205hrs 1605hrs   
 
Yachts will be called in the order as they appear on the fleet list, and should be ready to report their position and current leg of the course on 
time and at the first call.  
E.g. for the position at 4am at 38 11.66S 144 45.32E: 
…after a preliminary call by SRC at, or soon after 0405 to “….all yachts in the RMYS Big Bay Challenge.” 
SRC: “Addiction, Addiction, Addiction, this is Squadron Race Control, Squadron Race Control, Squadron Race Control, over.” 
Addiction: “Squadron Race Control this is Addiction, do you read me?” 
SRC: Roger Addiction, position at zero four zero zero hours please?” 
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Addiction: “At zero four zero zero hours, three eight one one decimal six six zero south, one four four four five decimal three two zero east, 
over.” 
SRC: “Roger Addiction, zero four zero zero hours, three eight one one decimal six six zero south, one four four four five decimal three two 
zero east, over.” 
Addiction: “Roger, Addiction standing by.” 
SRC: “Bushido, Bushido,…”etc. 
 

A-8 It is suggested that yachts maintain a log of radio sked contacts (see attached). 
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ROYAL MELBOURNE YACHT SQUADRON 

The SIMRAD Big Bay Challenge 2011  
LOG SHEET & DECLARATION 

DATE: YACHT SAIL No. SKIPPER NAVIGATOR 

     

CREW 
LIST 

     

     

Start  Time (hh,mm,ss)         

DATE/ 
TIME 

 

MARK/ 
EVENT 

LOG  NM 
COURSE Deg. 

Min 

TRUE WIND 
SEA CONDITION SAILS REMARKS  

Direction Strength  
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DATE/ 
TIME 

 

MARK/ 
event 

LOG COURSE 
TRUE WIND 

SEA CONDITION SAILS REMARKS 
Direction Strength 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

I declare that the yacht described above has sailed the course as described in the sailing instructions and has complied with the rules governing The SIMRAD Big Bay Challenge 2011 
and sailed the course and distances recorded above. 

Signed:                                                                                   Name:  Skipper / Navigator (please circle) 

 


